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Y et again the festive season has arrived and we at the Childcare Partnership Office wish you all amerry
Christmas and ahappy New Year. Don’t forget to send in your entries for our competition featured in this
edition and remember if you want to send us your children’s art work or poems we will be happy to print them
at any time. We will aso be happy to feature any big eventsin your facility or new initiatives you are involved
in as sharing and celebrating good practice is one of our main ams as a Partnership.

Coleraine Sure Start Partnership AGM
o o Ms Norma Evans, Chief Executive of Causeway
— 4§ Health and Social Services Trust, was the guest
= | spesker at the AGM of Coleraine Sure Start
. Partnership.
In her address, M's Evans commended the range of
partners in the Partnership, which include
Balysally Y outh and Community Centre,
L3 Ballysally Primary School, Barnardos School Age
~He AR Mothers Project/Y outh Parents Support, Causeway
Health and Socia Services Trust, Coleraine Women's Aid Focus on Family, Harpur’s Hill Early Y ears Project,
North Eastern Education and Library Board and West Bann Trust. She said it was good to see the range of
Community, Voluntary and Statutory involvement, supported by the DHSS& PS and the Northern Board
Childcare Partnership. She reflected that the community needed the support of Statutory Services to effect
change in their communities. Equally, both the community and statutory partners rely on the voluntary sector
to access funds, to develop and test innovative schemes and to deliver many essential and diverse services,
which support communitiesin their attempts to improve the quality of environment and life for their
neighbourhoods. Sure Start’s emphasis on co-ordination of a range of community based services and
integration with existing statutory services ensures families and children have access to a fully integrated suite
7of services within localities. Sure Start isamajor policy initiative for Government, which has committed
significant resources to try to improve life for parents and young children and to prevent social exclusion. Ms
Evans reflected that investment in our children is the best way to reduce poverty and deprivation. She said if
we invest in our children to develop skills, motivation and self-confidence, it is surely the best way to ensure

2they become healthy, fulfilled adults.

TheEarly Yearsand Primary Teaching Exhibition

This exhibition of over 50 suppliers of educational resources and services for your nursery or classroom isfree
and takes place in the Ramada Hotel, Shaws bridge on Thursday 27 February 2004-10am-4.30pm and Friday
28 February-9.30am-4pm. The exhibition includes seminars, which will provide you with ideas and
time-saving lesson plans. There are 19 different seminars over the two days including: *‘ storysacks', ‘creating a
learning environment out of doors’, ‘ conflict resolution- an introduction to the Highscope approach to resolving
sconflict’, “encouraging natural creativity’, and ‘small talk-integrating language learning into early years
education’.




To find out more and book a ticket telephone the ticket hotline on 01923 690646 or register on line at www.teachingexhibitions.co.uk

A ACECRCICICRC

Interactive course designed to
help you help your teens

The aim of the course isto enable parents to feel more comfortable, confident and able in talking to teenagers
regarding risk-taking behaviour. Content: Communication and listening skills, Conflict management, Positive
reinforcement, Self-esteem, How to say “no” without feeling guilty, How to set boundaries. The course will

al so address areas such as smoking, alcohol, sex, drugs and mental health. Teenage attitudes to these issues are
7explored and communication strategies are developed to help parents talk to their teenagers. Interested?? To
find out more about coursesin your area please contact: ACET office : 028 9032 0844 or Email
belfast@acet.ie

Out to Play Certificate Presentation On 24th September Linda Erwin, the Partnership’ s co-ordinator
was asked to present certificates to those of you who
successfully completed PlayBoard’s Out to Play course. It was
areal pleasure to perform thistask on behalf of the Partnership
and the enthusiasm for the course was very evident from those
of you who attended the event in Tower Kidsin Maghera. The
course will now form part of the Fit 4 Play course which has
been funded by the New Opportunities Fund and is designed to
promote physical play among children in out of school hours
clubs. Congratulationsto al of you who completed the course.

|s Anyone Listening?

NIPPA, in conjunction with University College Worcester, held a conference at Belfast Castle
on 19 November 2003. Dr. Nanette Smith from Worcester gave an inspiring presentation on a
programme she had devised to help young children cope with the transition from nursery
“school/ playgroup to the school playground. She described how the majority of children asked about their
experiences of starting primary school found the playground alonely and often frightening place where they
had no one to play with and were scared of being knocked down. The programme to help prepare the children
was introduced into playgroups and nursery schools and was very successful in creating much more positive
7experiences for the children concerned. 1sobel McClean from NIPPA described a project to consult young
children by giving them disposable cameras and asking them to take pictures of their surroundings and their
friends. She found that what they produced was very revealing about their perceptions. Kirtee Bhosekar talked
about her experiences of working with street children in Indiaand in the afternoon Tony Ghaye entertained the

audience with an interactive exploration of how people listen and learn from each other.

/e a’?\ The Early Y ears Funding Guide

The Partnership is sending you their new Funding Guide along with this edition of the newsl etter,

which we hope will be of some help in finding additional sources of funding to supplement the
income of your group. The Guide includes information about 39 Trust Funds and other grant awarding bodies
that make grants of various sizes depending on the criteriaset. Also included isinformation and advice on how
to put together an application and prepare a budget with alist of useful contacts at the back. We know it won't
solve all your funding problems, but we hope it will be a useful resource. We are grateful to the Eastern
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- January & February 2004

Childcare Partnership and also to NITAP who provided us with the information and will be updating the Guide
7on aregular basis. If you know of any Trust funds not included please let us know.

Training Calendar of Events
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COMMUNITY FUND
Lottery money making a difference
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