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| would like to introduce this edition of Swings and Roundabouts with a big thank you to everyone who
participated in the two surveys sent out with earlier editions of the newsletter. We had a very good response to
7the survey of supply and demand for childcare and have included the results of thisin our Childcare Plan. As
you know we entered all of you who responded to the survey into a prize draw and | am pleased to announce
the winners as follows:
Grants of £100 each towards toys, books or equipment go to TreeHouse Day Nursery in Jordanstown,
Moss-Kids After School Club in Newtownabbey, and Northlands Playgroup in Carrickfergus.
Grants of £50 each towards toys, books or equipment go to childminders, Christine Whinney of Stewartstown,
Karen McWilliams from Ballyclare, Lorraine Simpson of Ballymoney and Evelyn Johnston of Rasharkin.
The second survey was our evaluation of the newsletter itself and these are some of the things you would like to
see included:

Information on funding;

More information on training courses,

Information on insurance for groups;

New approaches to childcare;

Ideas for crafts, songs and rhymes;

Features on topics such as language development, hyperactivity etc.;

Job vacanciesin play groups, list of people interested in voluntary work;

List of childcare groups in the NCP area once a year to encourage networking.
We will beincluding these items in future editions as appropriate and would encourage any further suggestions
“/from you for features. Y ou are also very welcome to send us information to be included.

We al so asked you about a children’s page and to make this work we need your help. Here are your
suggestions, and please note that you need to send us this material yourselves. Imagine the excitement for the
7children of seeing their work in print!

Art submitted by the children with their photo beside it.

Children’s views on their group and photos of events in which they have participated.

Funny things children have said, funny pictures with captions. A 44
Themed work at Halloween and Christmas. m m m m
Competitions, word searches, spot the difference.

Jokes, poems and photographs of pets.
Causeway / Glens Childminding Networ k

The Northern Ireland Childminding Association (NICMA) is pleased to be
*%\o‘ working in partnership with Employers for Childcare (EFC) after securing
,--—-4 funding from the European Socia Fund and Department for Employment
and Learning to develop a‘ Children come First Childminding Network’ in the Causeway / Glens
area
/Childminders’ in the locality have the opportunity to join a quality assured network, which will be managed,
monitored and assessed by the local Network Co-ordinator. Through the assessment and subsequent monitoring
7scheme childminders' training needs will be identified and addressed ensuring quality is maintained. A local
vacancy service will be provided and close liaison with EFC will link with local employees and employers
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needs. A toy and equipment library, support and advice and regular contact with like minded professionals are
just afew of the benefits of joining a quality assured network.

With the change in working patterns many parents are seeking childcare outside normal working hours and so,
one of the aims of this scheme is to offer quality assured childcare during normal working hours, out-of-hours,
evenings, weekend and holiday cover to assist working parents or parents wishing to accesstraining. In that
regard childminding is unigque as childcare can be tailored to suit individual or families specific needs and
provides an affordable, accessible and flexible service.

If you would like more information on this scheme contact
‘Allison Cole, Network Co-ordinator 07734 286 216 or the
NICMA office 028 9182 3350. Alternatively if you would
like further information on the services provided by EFC
contact Marie Marin 028 9261 0661.

Sure Start Update

\West Bann Toy and Book Library

As part of Coleraine Sure Start the West Bann Development Association opened a new toy and book library in
Kylemore Nursery School in November last year. Pictured above with some of the children are Marion
McCouig, Principal of the school and Collette Duncan, Early Y ears Community Development Worker with the
/Association.

Ballykeel and NEI Visit to Madrid

The North East institute has invited the Ballykeel Sure Start project to join them in designing afamily
education package to be delivered locally in Ballykeel estate. The funding has been agreed through the
Gruntvig 2 programme which enables shared |earning experiences with other European institutes who also wish
to provide family friendly learning packages.




Ballykedl Sure Start and the NEI sent representatives to Madrid in January to meet other European partnersin
this project to share experiences and put together concrete plans for development. A return visit will take place
in June 2003.

’Amanda M cCay Sure Start Co-ordinator commented: “ Thisis an exciting venture into partnerships with
families to create an environment that recognises and responds directly to the specific needs of families while

they embark on learning.”
Some of the Success stories from PEACE Il Theme |l applications:

West Bann Development group is a cross-community organisation, in existence since 1998, which identified
the need for parenting support in the Churchlands ward of Coleraine.

This group was awarded atotal of £48,387 for the two-year period commencing in September 2002, towards
sthe salary of a part-time Early Y ears Community Worker, training allowance and running costs. The worker
will help assess needs, plan responses and co-ordinate childcare and parent support in the area.

A worker isnow in post and is linking with Sure Start initiatives in the area to make best use of the funding and
serve the community.

LITTLE RAINBOWS PLAYGROUP

Thisisanew playgroup facility in the lower Glenshane area. The playgroup has been formed to fill agap in
provision for increased numbers of 3-5 year-olds in this area.

Little Rainbows was given atwo-year award, commencing in September 2002, with atotal of £46,615 towards
sstaff salaries, volunteer and running costs and set-up resources.

The playgroup is now up and running and looks forward to supporting the local areain the years to come.
BUILDING BLOCKS (WORKSPACE)

This project aims to provide parents with the opportunity to develop skillsin self-esteem and self-worth and so
impact on the lives of their children. It is based in Draperstown and builds on 15 years experience of the
‘Workspace community organi sation.

The two-year award of £16,684 will cover at least two courses with 20 participants in each and will be used for
trainer, participant and childcare costs.

The first course is running in Magherafelt and commenced in October 2002; the second will run in January
2003 in Maghera.

Causeway Childcare Advisory Forum

‘Are you a Community Group from the Causeway Area and would you like to apply for asmall grant to run a
Family Fun Day in the Summer? Contact Linda at the Childcare Partnership for more information by the end
7of April.

Northern Childcare Partnership - Training Calendar Year 2003

MONTH COURSE WHERE PROVIDER TARGET
GROUP
April Working with Magherafelt, NIPPA Playgroups, Daycare
children who have Cookstown and and
special needs Antrim After Schools
May Introductory Courses | Ballymena NICMA Childminders
for Childminders Coleraine
September Introductory Carrickfergus NIPPA Senior Staff
Certificatein Team (Playgroups,
Leading Daycare, Play
Introductory Course Workers)
for Childminders Magherafelt NICMA
Childminders
October Promoting Equal Carrickfergus NICMA Childminders
Opportunities
Workshop
Breaking down the Ballymena, Antrim & | NIPPA Playgroups/Day Care
Barriers promoting Coleraine and Play Workers
Anti-Sectarianism in
Early Years
Caring for children Coleraine NICMA Early Y ears staff
with special needs




If you arenot receiving information in relation to Training or would like further information please
contact Laura Boyd on Tel: 028 2588 2345 to update your groups's contact details and mailing address

CHILDREN'SPAGE

Can you solve thisriddle? A poem by Andrea Shavick - MissNits

A man was driving a black truck. His lights were not on. My teacher is not very nice
The moon was not out. A lady was crossing the street. Her hair isinfested with lice
How did the man see her? You'll find the answer at the When my mother complained
Bottom of this page. The headmaster explained

Shewas al he could get for the price
Stories for toddlers
Check out the BBC website called CBEEBIES. It has
anumber of excellent interactive stories with
animation and sound on line for toddlers.
www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/stories/
ATTENTION!!
OUR CUTEST PET COMPETITION ISSTILL
OPEN CLOSING DATE ISNOW 18 APRIL
SEND USA PHOTOGRAPH OF YOUR PET

AND WIN A £10 BOOK TOKEN
Murphy the African Grey Parrot
having a snack
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Rico the Rotweiller pup

Lynne Chapman Fun Club
www.chapman-birks.freeserve.co.uk
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Disclaimer: The views expressed in this Newsheet are taken in good faith and not necessarily endorsed by the Childcare
Partnership
Northern Childcar e Partner ship, Room G6, County Hall, 182 Galgorm Road, Ballymena,
Co. Antrim. BT42 1QB Tel: 028 2566 7662

Answer toriddle: www.northernchildcare.com
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