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I am the newly appointed Play Adviser with Mencap. The Play Adviser
Project is a new project in the Northern Board Area, funded by the
Childhood Fund. It’s aim is to promote the inclusion of children with a
disability, in mainstream pre-school and after-school activities.

I am available to visit parents at home, with tips and techniques on how to encourage their
child to play and advice on developmentally appropriate toys and how to get the most from them. I can provide
information on pre-school groups and will support children within playgroups.
For playgroups I can provide advice on including individual children or Play and Disability Awareness
Workshops.
At present I am putting together a Toy Library of developmentally appropriate toys which will be available to
parents and playgroups. Anyone who feels they could use any of the services provided by the Play Project
should contact me on 02827 66 66 66. I look forward to keeping you updated on the Project.

                                                                                                               Jackie Asken, Play Adviser
Here are some web sites that have excellent ideas and activities for parents and children:
www.creativekidsathome.com    www.verybestkids.com   www.freecolouringpages.com    www.eparent.com
www.parentinghumor.com   www.toyportfolio.com

Launch of the Sargent Community Play Specialist Service
In June 2003  Sargent NI, a charity working to meet the needs of every child/young person in
Northern Ireland who is diagnosed with a cancer related illness or haemophilia, launched their
Community Play Specialist Service.  The Service will provide play activities to children and young people and
their families in the community and in hospital settings to enable them to understand treatment and procedures.
Play programmes are specially designed to prepare children for medical procedures allowing then to explore
their fears and anxieties, to distract them during treatment and understand what is happening to them after the
procedure has taken place.  Brothers and sisters are made to feel a part of what is happening and advice and
information on activities and play equipment can be provided to parents and other cares.  To find out more
about this charity or to contact the Sargent Community Play Specialist please telephone 9034 6411.

Draw a Dream for PiggyWiggy Competition
Winning Entries
We have now judged our competition and we have two winners, one from the age group 0-5 and the second
from the age group 6-12.  The winner from the 0-5 age group is Kennedy Watton aged 3 from Treetops
Daycare in Articlave, Coleraine.  Kennedy wins a £10 book token and Treetops wins a £50 prize for the group.
The winner from the older age group is Aoife Young aged 9 from Kidsview After School Club, Desertmartin.
Aoife also wins a £10 book token and Kidsview wins a £50 prize for the group.
Our two runners up are Lauren Ross-Herdman aged 5 from Little Acorns, Newtownabbey and Jamie Sloan
aged 10 from Care Bear Crèche, Cookstown.  Well done to all of you and also to all our entrants.  We received
more than 130 entries and it was a very difficult job picking a winner.  Our thanks also to Ann Dixon, Nippa
Advisor for helping us judge the winners.
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Reggio Emilia Exhibition in Mossley Mill Newtownabbey
This exhibition of work based on the Reggio Emilia approach to childcare and education
featured  work by the children of Monkstown Community Playgroup, Monkstown Nursery
School, Monkstown Tiny Tots Play group and Whitehouse Nursery Unit.  The project, funded
by the Northern Childcare Partnership, involved an artist, Geraldine Cousins,working with the
groups using different media and different ways of looking at nature, objects and people.  Three
of the groups had based their work on a visit to the lough shore and the third on a walk through Valley Park.
The children worked with plaster, glass, wood, acetate, wire, string, plastecine, celephane paint and stones to
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If you are not receiving information in relation to Training please contact Jenny Montgomery Tel: 028 2588
2345 to update your group’s contact details and mailing address
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create beautiful model displays, wall hangings and collages, taking pictuires of each other as they worked to
document the development of their creations.

CHILDREN’S PAGE

          

This colour ful picture was sent in by 
     Zoe McAleese aged 6 from Armoy
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JOKE CORNER
Why did the robber break into the bakery?
He was after the doagh.
Why is a boxer like a candle?
One good blow can put him out.
Why did the man throw his clock out of the
window?
To make time fly
What did the biscuit say when he got run over
by a lorry?
Oh, crumbs!Creepy Crawlies



   SUPPORT FOR FATHERS FROM BUSHMILLS SURE START

Parenting is often seen as the mother looking after the children and, in some ways, fathers may feel they don’ t
have much of a role. This is an unfortunate situation and one which is often underserved.
Research does, indeed, show that the relationships between children and those in the fathering role, supports
the children’s sense of identity and self-esteem.  Therefore, fathers and fathering play an important role in
children’s lives and even in families where there isn’ t a ‘ father’  there is often someone who carries out that role
such as an uncle, grandparent or other relative. In a bid to celebrate fathering and support the role of fathers or
father figures, a new initiative to provide a local service for dads is now underway locally.  Bushmills and

Armoy Playgroup have already organised a
“celebration of fathering”  event where pictures
drawn by pre-school children were displayed.
St. Olcan’s Primary School in Armoy also
allowed several of their pupils to take part by
reading short pieces written about their fathers.
A spokesperson for the initiative, being
launched by Bushmills Rural Sure Start
Partnership with the support of the
Londonderry based charity, Men’s Action
Network, said:  “Fathers’  Day is just one day in
the year, but fathering goes on all year round.
We are, therefore, launching a new initiative to
provide opportunities for the fathers in this

area.  We hope to provide a chance to talk with other fathers about what it’s like being a father or going to be
like and the challenges men face in the fathering role.  We also want to explore what men can do to make the
experience of fathering enjoyable and fulfilling for themselves, their children and familles.”

  PRIZE DRAW WINNER
   Evelyn Johnston, a childminder from Craigs Rd. Rasharkin, sent in    
  this photograph of the slide she bought with her £50 prize in the         
  recent draw for the survey of supply and demand for childcare in        
  the Partnership’s area.  Featured in the photograph are Evelyn with    
  David, Eoghan, Marc, Sam, Cloe and Gavin, the children she looks    
  after, who are obviously having a great time in the lovely summer      
  weather.

Reggio Emilia Exhibition in Mossley Mill Newtownabbey
This exhibition of work based on the Reggio Emilia approach to childcare and education featured  work by the
children of Monkstown Community Playgroup, Monkstown Nursery School, Monkstown Tiny Tots Play group
and Whitehouse Nursery Unit.  The project, funded by the Northern Childcare Partnership, involved an artist,
Geraldine Cousins,working with the groups using different media and different ways of looking at nature,
objects and people.  Three of the groups had based their work on a visit to the lough shore and the third on a
walk through Valley Park.  The children worked with plaster, glass, wood, acetate, wire, string, plastecine,
celephane paint and stones to create beautiful model displays, wall hangings and collages, taking pictuires of
each other as they worked to document the development of their creations.

Disclaimer : The views expressed in this Newsheet are taken in good faith and not necessarily endorsed by the Childcare Partnership
Nor thern Childcare Par tnership, Room G6, County Hall, 182 Galgorm Road, Ballymena,  

                                                                     Co. Antrim.  BT42 1QB  Tel: 028 2566 7662
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Draw a Dream for PiggyWiggy Competition

We have now picked our two winning entries for the Piggy Wiggy competition, but all the other entries were so
good that we have decided to create a little story around PiggyWiggy’s dream featuring some of them.  We
couldn’ t include them all because there were so many, but the ones we haven’ t been able to fit in were equally
as good.  We would like to say a special halloo to Catherine Anne who drew a picture of her boyfriend Reuben,
and to Gina who really, really loves her granny.  See if you can spot your entry in the story.

PiggyWiggy is lying on the orange sofa in his living room   reading a book about pigs in space
        
when he falls asleep

He dreams that he is superpig         and that he is in a hot air

balloon sailing through the sky     .  He hops off the balloon

 on to a crescent moon       which he rides through the sky 

 and up into space     .  Down below he sees Australia where a

 crocodile is coming down the river    .  That’s a bit scary so

 he rides on until he gets to Africa        where he parachutes

 down to earth       and lands in a park full of flowers and trees

    .  Suddenly a monster appears from behind a tree but

 PiggyWiggy escapes by running into a nearby castle and

 pretending to be a lamp       .The monster goes away and a

 beautiful princess piggy appears        eating a nice juicy

 turnip    .He falls madly in love with her        and asks her to

 run away with him and join the circus         but she says she

 would rather go for a picnic         and pick some flowers      

 .Together they jump into a very fast car and are chased by

 another monster        but they escape.  In the park they meet
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 PiggyWiggy’s auntie Kris         and his invisible auntie

 Vivien           and they all have a lovely time rolling in the

 mud       and eating ice cream         .PiggyWiggy wakes up

 feeling as if he had just scored a goal in the world cup       

 and wishes the dream was true          .     
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