Merry Christmas everyone from the Childcare Partnership team. We hope you have a
peaceful and relaxing holiday. This edition of the newsletter contains our usual
features with some updates from the Sure Start projects and some conference news.
Don’t forget if you would like us to feature your group in future newsletters just give us
a ring and we will come and visit with our digital camera and notebook. You don’t
have to have a special event to celebrate. We would just like to know more about you
and your children.
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World Forum Members visit Early Years Groups

One wet and windy day in November a group of 21 Early Years professionals from the

four corners of the earth went on a field day as

part of the NIPPA week long conference,

“Building Bridges: Healing Communities through

Early Education’ Starting off in a tour bus from the

Europa Hotel in Belfast, their first stop was

Jollytots Private Day Care Centre, Antrim, where

they were shown round the facility and met some

of the children. From there they sped off to Kilrea

to visit the STARS group which provides pre-

school and after school care for children with

disabilities in an integrated setting attached to

Kilrea Medical Centre. There Lesley Dickson spoke to them about applied behavioural

analysis which is a behaviour management programme used with the children and

passed on to their parents to continue using at home. Lunch at the Causeway Hotel

was followed up by a whirlwind (literally) tour of the

Causeway itself followed by the final port of call at
Harpurs Hill Early Years project, Coleraine. There Susan
Lyons gave a brief history of the Centre which is a
unique partnership project between education and the
local community, and Coleraine Sure Start staff
described how their project supports children under 4
and their families. Feedback from the day was very
positive and left everyone wanting more.
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The Northern Childcare Partnership held its annual conference 'Let's Move On' on 21st
October 2004. The theme evolved

around how an integrated approach

to the transition from pre-school to

school could be achieved. The

conference was attended by over

100 delegates, including staff from

childcare groups and primary

schools. Keynote speaker, Sarah

Bentley, from Jenny Mosley

consultants, gave advice on how

‘circle time' could be used to raise

self esteem and confidence in young

children to help them cope with the

transition from pre-school to 'big

school'. By using puppets Sarah Some of the speakers who took part in the Conference
showed how the children could be helped to express their feelings and how by setting
up 'bubble time' children could put their marker on a special bubble to book some one
to one communication with their leader at a later time. Linda Erwin, Co-ordinator of the
Childcare Partnership spoke about how the Partnership has spoken with pre-school
children to find their views on making the move to primary school. Linda also outlined a
project to develop a training pack for pre-schools and schools around the transition to
the school playground. Liz Doherty and Carole Trower from the Association for
Massage in schools spoke to delegates about peer massage. This technique could
help reduce stress and aggression in young children, build mutual respect and improve
communication skills. Workshops at the conference were full of practical ideas for
curriculum development and games to play during playtimes. Children and parents of
Loughguile After School Club also had the opportunity to put questions to panel
members from schools and playgroups about how they are helping children make the
transition to primary school.

For further information about any of the conference material please contact the
Childcare Partnership Office at County Hall 182 Galgorm Rd. Ballymena. Tel: 028 2566
7662 Details of the work of the Partnership in general can be found on
www.northernchildcare.com
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% Training Opportunities in NCCP  Area

Breaking Down Barriers promoting
anti-sect arianism in Early Years
Date: 11th January 2005
Venue: Oakfield Community Centre,
Carrickfergus
Date: 18th January 2005
Venue: Clotsworthy Arts Centre, Antrim
Date: 19th January 2005
Venue: Sandel Centre, Coleraine
Date: February 2005
Venue: To be arranged
Training Provider: NIPPA CDT -
Community Development Team
Cost: Free*

Target: Committees
Aim: This 2hr course session is directed

anti-sectarianism in Early Years settings.
It uses strategies that effectively
challenge such behaviour.
ADVANCED CHILD DEVELOPMENT
Date: 10th, 17th, 24th & 31st January
Venue: Magherafelt Woman’s Group,
Magherafelt
Training Provider: NIPPA - The Early
Years Organisation
Cost: Free*
Target: Afterschools Clubs
Aim: Students will develop and build on
the under pinning knowledge and
understanding required to promote

language and
Communication skills.
COMMITTEE TRAINING
Date: To be arranged
Venue: Causeway, Homefirst
Training Provider: NIPPA
Target: Committees

at Early Years Practioners and considers

children’s physical, emotional, intellectual,

Calander of Event s December January February

Therapeutic CrisiS Intervent _ation
Date: 13th, 14th & 15th January 2005
Venue: Gortalowry House, Cookstown

Training Provider: Barnardos
Cost: Free*

Target: Afterschools Clubs
Aim: Help in the development of strategies to
manage difficult behaviour in children.

Cultural Awareness T raining
Date: February 2005
Venue: To be arranged
Date: March 2005
Venue: Magherafelt, Cookstown &
Causeway
Training Provider: NICEM - Northern
Ireland Council for Ethnic Minorities
Cost: Free*
Target: Day Nurseries, Playgroups and
Creches
Aim: To raise awareness of the needs
of ethnic minority children and families
in Northern Ireland
PLAY DEVELOPMENT TRAINING
Date: 1st & 8th February 2005
Venue: Corr’s Corner Hotel,
Newtownabbey
Date: 3rd & 10th February
Venue: Glengannon Hotel, Cookstown
Date: 1st & 8th March 2005
Venue: Northern Childcare Partnerhsip
Area Office, Cullybackey
Training Provider: Playboard
Cost: Free
Target: Afterschools clubs
Aim: To enhance the knowledge and
skills of Playworkers and Co-ordintators
in the provision of quality play
opportunities for children.

* Funded by EU Peace & Reconcilation Programme

The above Training may be subject to change. If interested in any of the above training
please in the first instance contact the training provider specified. See telephone numbers

below or contact the Northern Childcare Partnership / NIPPA Area Office on Tel: 2588 2345.

NIPPA - The Early Years Organisation, Contact: Caroline Dobston Tel: 028 2588 2345
PLAYBOARD - Contact: Suzie Gray Tel: 028 9080 3380

NICEM- Northern Ireland Council for Ethnic Minorities, Contact: Roisin O’Connor,

Tel: 028 9023 8645

BARNARDOS - Contact: Mary Tennyson Tel: 028 7963 1344
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Pictured right is a group of parents from Gold

Community Partnership, Sure Start project, -

Cookstown who recently completed a 10 week

parenting course entitled: ‘Handling Children’s

Behaviour.” This course has proven to be very

popular. Some parents may feel that smacking is

wrong and does not work, however they are unable

to find alternative methods of disciplining. The

course does not provide all the answers but it goes

some way in helping to find alternatives. It has

been designed to help parents with their day-to-day handling of children’s behaviour.
Of particular benefit is the opportunity to provide help in the early stages, thus
introducing a preventative approach.

As part of Parenting Week, Newtownabbey Sure Start
Project held a Graduation Ceremony on Monday 25th
October 2004 in the Duanney Centre for parents who
have successfully completed training courses with the
project. Guest Speakers were Alderman Ted Turkington
(Mayor of Newtownabbey), Colette Gray (Chairperson,
Newtownabbey Sure Start Partnership Board) and Violet
Lennox (Newtownabbey Sure Start Parent Representative on Partnership Board).
Parents received certificates for completion of courses as Infant Massage, Learn to
Listen, Breast Feeding Peer Support Training, Computer Skills and First Aid.

Mobile Toy library Ballymena South
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Ballymena South Surestart project is now
out and about every day in their mobile toy
and book library van. The big silver van
makes visits to families in the area and
they step inside and choose the toys and
books they wish to borrow. This service
now has over 80 members and 7 of those
are fathers.

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this Newsheet are taken in good faith and not necessarily endorsed
by the Northern Childcare Partnership, Room G6, County Hall, 182 Galgorm Road, Ballymena,
Co. Antrim. BT42 1QB Tel: 028 2566 7662 www.northernchildcare.com




