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The 'puppet ministry' is a new addition to Noah's Ark parents and
toddlers group in Ahoghill this year. With a variety of fun characters
from 'One Way Street' ministries, the puppets are an exciting new

way of introducing sing-a-long bible choruses to the children.  With their
spikey blue hair and  colourful outfits, the puppets appear to hold the
children's attention as they sing and dance to the lively music. The excitement as they

appear is easily seen on the faces
of the toddlers, never mind the
parents! The puppets have
introduced the now famous 'I just
wanna be a sheep' song which has
definitely been a hit with parents
and children alike!

Spring is in the air at Kilrea After Schools Club! This is the
current theme running in the Club at the moment. The
children have been doing a variety of events including

making lamb patchwork quilts, arranging lovely spring flowers and
making a bird table. The boys and girls
were involved in the design, sanding and
varnishing of the bird table. They will be able
to leave their scraps of bread out and watch the activities of the
birds. The table will be situated on the stone wall of the Fairhill car
park in Kilrea.  Margaret Mullan the project co-ordinator came to
help the children arrange some flowers and greenery they had
helped to gather. This alll helps the children enjoy a hands on
approach to appreciating nature and creation. The Club’s

committee, made up of parents and leaders, in consultation with the children,  meet every
six weeks to organise the events. The Club is working towards a Pathways to Excellence
Award for good practice and also the Out to Play Award to promote physical play.

Kilrea After Schools Club

Noah’s Ark Parent & T oddler Group

Welcome to our spring edition of the newsletter and a big thank you to all of you who
attended our consultation sessions on the Second Annual Review of the Childcare Plan.
We were very pleased with the wealth of good ideas on how we could develop our work
in the incoming year. The plan itself will be published in the summer and you will all
receive a copy. In this newsletter we are featuring Kilrea after school club and Noah’s Ark
parent and toddler group in Ahoghill.  If you would like to have your group featured please
contact us in the Childcare Partnership Office and we will come and visit you equipped
with our digital camera.  I hope you all had a nice Easter break.



What is Baby Signing?

Useful W ebsites:

‘Baby Signing’ is the term used when those who can hear use signs to
communicate with hearing babies.  It builds on babies’ natural ability to
use gesture.  Babies are able to coordinate and control their hand
muscles much earlier than their speech muscles.  By introducing them
to simple signs, we can help babies to communicate their emotions and
needs from as young as eight months. This ability to communicate not only reduces
frustration of both babies and their parent/carers, but it also helps their language

development.  Signing is growing in popularity and is the norm in American
nurseries.  Some local nurseries are now training staff in British Sign
Language.  Signs should be used in conjuction with speech to provide
babies with a multi-sensory environment.  Using British Sign Language
means that your baby’s signs will be understood by other parents or carers
who sign, as well as by you.

Reduces frustration, because babies can communicate their needs;
Strengthens the bond between baby and parent;
Leads to better communication between hearing and hearing-impaired children;
Child may start to speak earlier than usual;
Child develops a wider vocabulary

www.totstalkinghands.co.uk www.littlesigners.freeservers.com    w
www.signwithsarah.co.uk
www.sunnysigners.co.uk   w

Benefit s of Baby Signing:
C
C
C
C
C

ww.tinytalkuk.com
www.marilyndaniels.com  www.babycentre.co.uk

ww.babysigners.com www.singandsign.com
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In March I attended a conference in Stranmillis College entitled ‘Child
Care in Practice Early Years Development.’ The keynote speakers
were DR Cathy Nutbrown who is a specialist in the field of children’s
rights and Siobhan Fitzpatrick, Director of NIPPA - the Early Years
Organization.  Dr Nutbrown gave us stories of childhood, an inspiring
speech about children’s experiences of living and learning in a
variety of contexts, and Siobhan gave an overview of childcare
policies and practice in Northern Ireland and elsewhere in Europe.
She spoke about the future vision for childcare including children’s

centres and extended schools and said that it was ‘...not about
preparing children for school but preparing schools for children.’ She also quoted from
the Good Friday Agreement which states its aspiration for ‘...a society where children
and young people will be respected and at the centre.’ There were a number of very
interesting workshops covering the following topics:

including children with visual impairment in pre-school ;
the effect of regulation on quality;
exploring management practices in childcare facilities in Australia;
responding to young people’s experience of community trauma;
Childminding - the way forward;
talking about quality and
the importance of the outdoor child.

Linda Erwin Childcare Partnership Co-ordinator
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Conference Up date



Training Opportunities in NCCP Area
Calander of Event s April, May 2005

Swings and Roundabouts

* Funded by EU Peace & Reconcilation Programme

Management T raining
Date: April 2005

Target group: Day Nurseries, Playgroups
and Creches

Venue: Coleraine / Carrickfergus
Training Provider: NIPPA - The Early

Years Organisation
Cost: Free *

Conflict Resolution
Date: April 2005

Target group: Childminders
Venue:  Coleraine

Training Provider:  Highscope
Cost:  Free *

Therapeutic Crisis Intervent ation
Developing strategies to manage

difficult behaviour
Date:  10th, 11th, 12th May 2005
Target group: Playgroups, Day

Nurserys
Venue: Antrim/ Ballymena/

Newtownabbey
Training Provider:  Barnardos

Cost: Free *

Breaking Down Barriers promoting
anti-sect arianism in early years

Date:  May 2005
Target group: Afterschools
Venue:  Magherafelt area
Training Provider:  Nippa

Cost: Free *

For further information regarding these courses please contact the relevant provider:

: 9066 2825, : 9181 1105, : 2588 2345,
: 9020 3337,

: 7963 1344

NIPPA NICMA NCCP Area Office
Belfast Traveller’s Education & Developments Group

Barnardos

Transitions Project

On 2 February the Partnership held a training session for
a group of Primary school teachers and their feeder
playgroups/ nursery schoools/day nurseries as part of a

pilot project to help young children settle in to the school
playground environment. The training  centred on circle time
for a special person and use of the Box full of Feelings resource
pack both of which are designed to help children recognise
each others feelings, help them to make friends and to look
after each other once they transfer to primary school.  Over 25%
of the school day is spent in the playground and this can be a traumatic and difficult
time for P1 pupils transferring to “big school”. The pilot will concentrate on a small
group of schools mostly in Sure Start areas who will introduce the training into their
curriculum and follow this up with training for playground supervisors and ideas for
structured play to make the playground a safer happier place. The training was
delivered by Dr Nanette Smith from University College Worcester who has carried out
research in this area.  We will update you on progress of this exciting and unique
project through future newsletter editions.
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Disclaimer: The views expressed in this Newsheet are taken in good faith and not necessarily  endorsed
by  the Northern Childcare Partnership, Room G6, County Hall, 182 Galgorm Road, Ballymena,
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Employers For Childcare Study visit to Wonder Years 24 hour nursery in Letterkenny

Employers For Childcare’s study visit to Wonder Years 24 hour Nursery in
Letterkenny took place on 12th October and was attended by 10 delegates including
the Partnership’s Co-ordinator.

Wonder Years is Ireland’s first 24 hour childcare centre and was set up to offer more
flexible childcare, in order to meet the demands of local people working shifts in
local hospitals and factories.  It is a purpose built facility catering from babies up to
after schools provision.  It is set in the country side with lots of space for outside play
and many animals nearby for the children to visit.

The visit included a tour of the centre and a question and answer session with
owner Marcella McNamee.  Whilst the centre was set up for 24 hour care, there has
not been as much demand for overnight care as first thought and this is not currently
offered except to one couple whose night shifts occasionally clash and so overnight
care for the children is required.

The visit to Wonder Years was both interesting and informative. There were some
areas to challenge our own thoughts about how care is organised such as the
extended hours childcare (up to 9 o’clock in the evening) which is popular and does
help local shift workers. The legislation in the Republic of Ireland is different to here
and  while there may be an issue with the time
a child spends at a childcare facility, we need
to think about how we offer childcare to assist
working parents in an ever increasing 24 hour
workplace.  In further accommodating shift
workers, Wonder Years also offer a flexible
care package where the parent phones the
centre by the Friday of the week before they
require care and tells the centre what care is
required that week. They are then just
charged for the days the child is in the nursery
and not charged for the full week.

Tax Credit Up date

The existing priority line number (028 90808311) for Welfare Rights Tax Credit
enquiries is changing from 1 April 2005.
The new priority line number will be 0845 3000 3946.


