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Northern Childcare P artnership Conference

Welcome to the Christmas edition of our newsletter and can i take this opportunity
to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year from all of us at the
Childcare Partnership.  We are moving into changing times with the Review of
Public Administration and although it is a time of uncertainty for us, we will continue
to support all of you in the excellent work you are doing.

The Partnership held its annual conference ‘Inclusion
For All Children’ in Tullyglass House Hotel on 10
November. To those of you who attended I hope you
enjoyed the day. The evaluation of the day was very
positive. To those of you who we were not able to
accommodate please accept our apologies but we had
to limit the numbers because of the excessive interest
in attending.

The conference speakers were all extremely interesting
and the range of speakers was indicative of the major
changes ahead for the early years sector. Teresa
Devlin from the Northern Ireland Children’s

Other speakers included Fiona Jinks from Dalriada Sure Start who talked about how the
project has included children from isolated rural areas in local childcare and parental support
programs. Angela Stallard from PlayBoard described their new positive playgrounds
scheme which will offer training for playground supervisors and focus on creating a friendly
environment for children within the school playground, and Dessie Hassan, Principal of
Ballysally Primary School, described the success of their nurturing group within the school.

A number of workshops provided good practical advice to groups in areas such as including
children with disabilities, children with speech and language and behaviourial difficulties,
encouraging fathers to take an active part in the care and education of their children,
including children from the families of migrant workers, and sharing projects that are
examples of innovative good practice.

If anyone would like the conference papers we can send these out.  Just give our
Information Officer Elaine a ring on 2531 1231.

Merry Christmas

Speakers at the conference
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Elaine Wilmot has joined the Partnership’s staff team as Information Officer
standing in for Jane Wylie who has taken a three year career break.  Elaine
is a graduate of the University of Ulster in social psychology and sociology,
and has worked at the Board in Nursing and Consumer Services as a

research assistant in her placement year and then
in the Department of Public Health Medicine as a
research officer.  Before starting with the
Partnership Elaine spent two months in the Czech
Republic with her husband where she was able to
share experiences and ideas with local people
about their respective cultures.  Elaine will be
designing the newsletters from now on and will also
be providing statistical and research information to
support the Partnership’s work.  Elaine can be
reached at 2531 1231 with any queries.

The Partnership welcomes a New S taff Member

Transition Project

We are pleased to
report that our pilot
‘Transition to the
School Playground’
project is now in full
swing thanks to the
appointment of
Briege Devlin as our
support worker.  Briege is a part time Early Years Officer with the NEELB with a
specific role as parenting officer.  She works for the NEELB Tuesdays to
Thursdays and for the Partnership’s project on Mondays and Fridays.  Briege
qualified as a teacher specializing in nursery education and has a particular
interest in music.  Briege is enthusiastic about the project and is currently
arranging training for those with responsibility for playground supervisors.
Anyone seeking more information about the project should contact the
Childcare Partnership Office.
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Home Start launched their book Changing Lives on Friday 25 November in
the middle of a power cut. The guests were treated to lunch by candle light
and just as the speeches were about to kick off, lo and behold the lights
came on! The audience learned about Home Start
which is an organization providing volunteer family
support workers to help people with children under
five years of age.  We heard from some of the
volunteers who spoke about the rewards of helping
local families through times of crisis or just by being
there as a friend when they need some extra help
with children. The book is a collection of real life
stories from parents who have availed of the service
and from the volunteers who have helped them.
Anyone wanting a copy of the book or more
information about becoming a volunteer should contact Home Start at
Tel: 02890 460 772 or look up their web site on www. Home-start.org.uk

Open Day at the W oodland School
When i was invited to visit the Woodland School at the Roe Valley Country
Park, I was expecting some kind of a building in the woods.  Instead the
school walls were trees, the roof was the sky and the front door was a little
gate in a chestnut fence. The pupils were digging in the earth, cutting wood,

playing houses among the trees and poking around
with sticks, so engrossed in their activities that they
didn’t seem to register the hordes of visitors to their
little half acre section of the forest. The school was
set up by the Woodland School Partnership which
includes Ballysally and Kylemore nursery schools
from the NEELB area. The school is based on a

Scandinavian concept and encourages children to interact with nature and
learn through active play. Although the Roe Valley Park is not looking for
any more groups for the venture they are encouraging other schools and
childcare groups to approach those who maintain nearby forests or other
suitable venues and ask if they would be willing to provide a similar space
for development as a woodland school.  For further information contact us
at the Partnership or contact the Forest Service at 6 Forest Road, Garvagh
BT51 5EF, Tel: 028 2955 6003.
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCE
Can you spot the difference,

there are 5 to find

B

Christmas Jokes
What do elves learn in school?
The elf-abet.

What Christmas Carol is a favourite of parents?
Silent Night.

Frosted Flakes.

Crisp Cringle.

So he can hoe hoe hoe.

I’ll have a boo christmas whithout you...

Frostbite.

What do snowmen eat for breakfast?

What do you get if Santa goes down the
chimney when a fire is lit?

Why does Santa have 3 gardens?

What did the ghost say to Santa Claus?

What do you get when you cross a snowman
with a vampire?

A

Wordsearch
The First Christmas

Angels Bethlehem Child   Christ Manger
Worship  Shepherds nn Stable   Gifts

Joseph     Emmanuel   Jesus    Herod   Rejoice
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I O F N Q
H P R T L N Q

H I H S S T A R D
C H I L D

Q O I R V U F
S H E P H E R D S

D S A M X C A N J K X
T M A N G E R

M H A I G I J B Y
E E Y N B D I E Q J P
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N L H L W G J S I E A
S O H P S Z O X N U M X D

E Z S T O L S W G E J A X S W
U E R E J O I C E R M

V Y B P G D S B A B Y G C
J W W H S N T I H R R V D U Y

X F I Y B F A T H E R O D J A F U
W Y H
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F E G
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