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Welcome to the S pring edition of our newsletter

Children ’s work displayed at An Carn
Resource Centre, T irkane, Maghera

Work by children from Stepping Stones Playgroup
and Naiscoil Charn Tochair Maghera was on
display at An Carn Resource Centre, Tirkane,
Mahgera.
The two projects engaged artists Geraldine
Cousins and Therese Gorman, to work with the
children to implement the principles of Reggio
Emilia the world renowned Italian approach to
early learning.
The work on display has been made possible
through the partnership of NIPPA The Early Years
Organisation and the Partnership who provided
funding for the projects. The artwork showcased
in the exhibition is testimony to the high priority
placed by the Partnership on supporting an
environment in which children are encouraged to
express their natural creativity, leading to them
being happy stimulated and confident children.

Can I start by saying a big thank you to all of you who attended our consultlation
sessions on the Third Annual Review of the Childcare Plan. The sessions generated a
lot of useful debate and good ideas which we will take on board.  We hope the document
itself will go to print in the Summer.  I hope you enjoy this newsletter and as always we
would welcome your input.

For further det ails please
cont act Janet Preston, NIPP A
Telephone: 028 90662825
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NEW PROJECT LAUNCHED T O ENCOURAGE
STIMULATING, FUN PLAY OPPORTUNITIES FOR

CHILDREN IN THE SCHOOL PLAYGROUND

On Monday 16th January 2006 PlayBoard launched
its newest project

POSITIVE PLAYGROUNDS
The project which aims to bring ‘PLAY’ back into the school playground will be delivered
across Northern Ireland over the next wo years.
Positive Playgrounds has been designed to encourage ‘a whole school approach’ in terms of
the playground. Teachers, PlayGround supervisors and children will be invited to take part in
an eight week programme using fun, practical sessions looking at co-operative, traditional
and parachute games.  Children will be involved in the whole 8 week process - after all it is
their space!
Angela Stallard who will be co-ordinating the programme said “I hope to assist schools in
carrying out a PlayGround Needs Assessment which will lead to all schools taking part in this
pilot having an individual PlayGround Policy. The PlayGround Policy will spell out for schools
the roles and responsibilities of the adults in the playground.  It will look at boundaries for
children, and it will address issues such as inclusion, litigation fears, restrictions on space,
wet playtimes, resources etc.  It is all our responsibility to give our children safe and
stimulating play opportunities which are free and non-directed.  I think schools are in a
powerful position to do this.”  PlayBoard believe that one of the main determinants of
children’s physical and mental well being is access to outdoor and physical play
opportunities.
“Children understand what they are doing during play, even though we as supervising adults
might not!”

I joined the Childhood Fund in March 1999 from a
backgroud of accountancy - unbelievably 7 years ago!  I
have enjoyed my work very much, especially getting out
to the various projects and really appreciated all the
cups of tea, toast and biscuits provided!   I would just
like to pass on my thanks to all the staff, treasurers and
committee members in early years settings who have
helped to make my job easier.
Thanks to NCP members and NIPPA staff for advice
and help and hope to see you all round.

Dorothy McNeilly

Goodbye from Dorothy
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Newtownabbey are the only Council in the NCP area to
have a play policy which they launched on 25 January in
Mossley Mill. Their Play Development Officer, Mel
Campbell, explained why it was necessary to have a
play policy that was based on consultation with children
by asking the delegates to complete a jugsaw on arrival.
The picture was identified as the Crazy Frog, a very
popular creature with children that adults find extremely
irritating.  He was making the point that as adults we
think we know what children want but they may have
different ideas. The Mayor of Newtownabbey Council
welcomed the guests and Nigel Williams, the NI
Commissioner for Children and Young People who
launched the Policy ‘Care to Play’ said that he would be
lobbying for a statutory obligation for all Councils to have
a play policy.  Jacqueline O’Loughlin from PlayBoard
showed a visual display of quality play experiences from
around the world and Brenda Horgan from the NSPCC
outlined the project ‘Leisure Watch’ which is designed to
ensure the safety of children in public places.  Copies of
the policy can be obtained from Newtownabbey Council.

CARE TO PLAY POLICY
LAUNCH

Portuguese, Latvian, Polish and Russian interpreters were on hand to escort people
attending the event round the various stands. A wide range of information relating to
childcare, benefits, housing and health and welfare was also available, much of it translated
into other languages.
The event was well attended and highlighted the need for access to information generally to
be improved.
The Childcare Partnership's booklet 'Choices in Childcare' is now available in Portuguese,
Chinese, Latvian and Polish and the Parents' Advice Centre leaflets on the Child Trust
Fund, the role of Health Visitors, mobile phone safety, bullying and the enriched curriculum
are also available from the Partnership on request. Anyone interested should contact
Linda Erwin on 028 2531 1230 or write to her at the Northern Childcare Partnership,
NHSSB, County Hall, 182 Galgorm Rd., Ballymena BT42 1QB.

Malgorzata Szafran,
Miroslaw Szafran with Ewa
Knipe, Polish Interpreter
and Linda Erwin, Northern
Childcare Partnership

Grimaldy Santos with her son
Mauro. Also pictured is Anna
Marie Costs, Interpreter and
Dalila Matos, Community
Support Worker.

HELPING BREAK THE
LANGUAGE
BARRIERS…

The Northern Childcare
Partnership recently helped
break the language barriers
experienced by migrant parents
recently. The Partnership held a
childcare information session for
migrant workers and their
families from Magherafelt and
Cookstown.
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CHILDREN’S PAGE Jokes

Why do bees have sticky hair?

What happended when the owl lost his
voice?
H
What do you get if you cross a parrot
with a centipede?

Why don’t lions eat clowns?

Because they use honeycombs .

e didn ’t give a hoot!

A walkie talkie!

Because they taste funny!

SPOT   THE  DIFFERENCE
There are 5 to find

Can you find the missing letters of the
alpabet.  The missing letters will mak e the
name of a fr uit and a colour

Answer:Orange

Colouring

Differences:1.Cat’s paw 2. Pig’s ear. 3.
Pig’s tail 4. Teddy’s foot 5Monkey’s .

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this Newsheet are taken in good faith and not necessarily endorsed by
the Northern Childcare Partnership, Room G6a, County Hall, 182 Galgorm Road, Ballymena Co Antrim

Tel: 028 2531 1230 www.northernchildcare.com


