Swings
Rouncfabouts

The Official Newsheet of the Northern Childcare Partnership Issue No 20 - Summer 2006

(P

e have now produced our Third
WAnnuaI Review of the Childcare
Plan and this year to cut
down on cost we are putting it straight onto

the website at www.northernchildcare.com
where you can download it.

If you do not have access to the internet
please ring our office at 028 2531 1230 and
we will send you a hard copy.

The Review was warmly commended by our
Board and contains information on what the
Childcare Partnership has achieved during

2005/06 and what we plan to do in 2006/07.

We hope you will find it an interesting and
enjoyable read.

NORTHERN CHILDCARE
PARTNERSHIP
THIRD ANNUAL REVIEW
OF THE
CHILDCARE PLAN 2003/04 - 2005/06
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‘Access to Natural Spaces’
Early Years Development Fund Small Grant Scheme

I\/I any of you will have received a grant from our Access to Natural Spaces small
grant scheme and | am cur rently car rying out monitoring visits to see how you
have spent the money .

So far | have seen some lovely outdoor areas with hanging bask ets, bird tables,
strawberry plants, willow tunnels and jungle areas where children ’s imaginations can
run wild and where all their senses are stimulated. W ashing pebbles and looking at
worms through magnif ying glasses are some of the favourite activities that can be
enojoyed all the year round thanks to outdoor clothing, wellies and sheds purchased
through the scheme.

As you can see from the photographs the children are having fune  xploring the great
outdoors.

26 groups received £43,657 through the scheme and if you are one of the groups

who benefited please send me your photographs (with parental per mission of course)
and | will publish them in the ne xt newsletter.

Children from Crow ’s Nest Community Children from Discovering Kids
Playgroup, Aghadowey , Coleraine Playgroup, Moneymore
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PEACE FUNDED PROJECTS CELEBRATED BY NICMA
'CHILDMINDING MATTERS' Gala Awards Ceremony

Over 150 Registered Childminders from across Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland
celebrated their training achievements at NICMA the Childminding Association's Gala Awards
Ceremony in Belfastt City Hall. Councillor Wallace Brown, Lord Mayor of Belfast welcomed
childminders, project funders and guests including those from NICMA's European partner
countries - Poland, Bulgaria, Cyprusand Lithuania and said: “It is so important to recognise the
valuable role played by Childminders in our City. As a society we must all support and
acknowledge the invaluable part being played by many organisations and agencies, none
more so than our childminders who provide 'that home from home childcare' with opportunities
for individual attention as well as the rich learning environment of the home and local
community. It is therefore important that we understand that the benefits of childminding are
not confined to those in the workplace, but also have far reaching rewards for the greater
community as a whole”.

The ceremony was a celebration of European and Childcare Partnership funded projects and
showcased the learning achievements of childminders.

Bridget Nodder, NICMA's Director said:

“This event has been the result of 5 training projects delivered over

the last two years with funding from both the EU Peace programme

and the ESF BuildingSustainable Prosperity programme.

It has enabled NICMA to deliver a range of childcare related training
which has not only improved the quality of childcare to children and
families, but has also contributed to community regeneration and
peace building.

In 2004, NICMA produced a report stating that ‘'more than 70% of
childminders in Northern Ireland had no formal training'.

Now, as a result of NICMA accessing European funding programmes this
has resulted in an increase of nearly 20% in the number of childminders
Holding training qualifications”.

NEWSURE S RTFOR CARRICKFERGUS

Money has been allocated from the Children & Young People’s package to extend existing
Sure Start projects to include additional wards that are in the top 20% of the most
deprieved in Northern Ireland.

In addition to this, funding has been earmarked by the Department to develop a new
project covering some of the wards in Carrickfergus and Larne.

Local community, voluntary and statutory groups are

getting together to look at how this will take shape

and anyone from that area looking for information on

developments should contact the

Childcare Partnership office at 028 2531 1225
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MY NAME IS ALLY
Do you know me? | am very pretty.
| grow up to be six inches tall.
Join the dots to see me.

Keos Jakes

:Q What do you give a sick pig ?
A Oinkment !

:Q What do cows like to dance to ?
A Any kind of moosic you like !

:Q How do you change a pumpkin into another

vegetable?
A You throw it up in the air and it comes down

squash.

:Q What is the easiest way to count a herd of
cattle ?
A Use a cowculator !

:Q What game do cows play at parties ?
A Moosical chairs !

: Q What do you call a crate of ducks ?
: A box of quackers!

:Q Why did the foal cough ?
:A Because he was a little horse !

@olouring

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this Newsheet are taken in good faith and not necessarily endorsed by
the Northern Childcare Partnership, Room G6a, County Hall, 182 Galgorm Road, Ballymena Co Antrim
Tel: 028 2531 1230 www.northernchildcare.com



